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Becky Kuhlman Hiatt ’16: Dr. George LaMaster and Dr. Bessie Rigakos 
played such instrumental roles in my college career. I was academically 
challenged and had their faculty support and guidance to achieve more 
than I ever thought possible for myself. Their support has continued 
beyond graduation and those lasting connections are truly something I 
cherish as an alumna.

Madison McKinney ’16: Dr. Kim Vogt! She went above and beyond in 
helping me to achieve my dream of becoming a veterinarian. She was with 
me every step of the way during the admissions process, guiding me and 
pushing me to do my best. I truly don’t think I’d be here attending Purdue’s 
School of Veterinary Medicine without her!

Sierra Siebenlist ’10: Dean Peterson! I wouldn’t be anywhere I am now 
without him. Middle to end of my freshman year, I made a plan to quit, both 
academics and the cycling team. Beyond that I didn’t really have a plan 
besides moving back home, two states away. Over the summer, he became 
the new cycling coach at Marian. We connected on a level that I really 
needed in my life at that time, and he convinced me to stay. He helped me 
find my way and build my career in teaching, which is exactly where I’m 
meant to be. I also developed as a cyclist. With his guidance, I went from 
overweight and ready to hang up the bike forever to national champion 
in both individual and team events. Now, I’m in my tenth year of teaching, 
mostly in Indianapolis Public Schools, after I got my start at the Jackson 
Center for Conductive Education, a small non-profit center for children and 
adults with motor disabilities in Mooresville. I still race bikes. I went on to 
compete in several elite-level races even after I ended my collegiate career. 
Many years, podiums, tough conversations, tears, laughs, and hugs later, 
I’m forever grateful to continue to call Dean not just a mentor, but also a 
friend. Proud to be a #KnightsonBikes and School of Ed alumna!

Robert Geile ’05: Dr. William Mirola believed in me when I had doubt. I 
loved sociology because of the way he taught with passion and theory.

Theresa Beam Roberts ’15: Andy Hohman encouraged me from the 
moment I stepped foot on Marian’s campus. He believed in me when I 
didn’t. Patiently advised me for 20 years while I started, stopped and 
started again (I had six kids and a full time job) as I pursued my degree in 
Pastoral Leadership. I learned a lot from Andy and Donna Proctor and use 
much of it today. I am grateful that I can still seek advice from Donna and 
Andy and enjoy seeing their continued ministry of teaching at Marian.

Bill Sanford ’13: Sr. Monica Zore. She challenged me to push myself 
to understand the “why” in mathematics. Then as I came to decide 
to become a math teacher, she taught me how to show grace in the 
classroom when mathematics got more difficult. She was always positive 
even when I wanted to give up and walk away. The way she taught her 
lessons academically and the way she taught grace in the classroom are 
mirrored in my math classroom today.

Lauren McClaskey ’20: Professor Caskey, Professor Tucker, Professor 
Owens, Professor Sprague—I cannot say enough positive words about 
these amazing women. Not only did they teach me so much about the 
nursing profession, but they have encouraged me and pushed me to be a 
better person and future nurse. The nursing school is lucky to have them!

Kayla Bledsoe ’20: Kalyn Miller the director of 21st Century Scholars 
and Davyd Hall the Director of the Unity Center have provided me so 
many opportunities to grow/learn about myself and social justice issues!! 
They constantly inspire me to be a better student and to advocate for 
myself and others. Dr. Rigakos has literally changed my life (by helping 
me change my major) and is consistently always there to support me 
academically or emotionally! I even got to meet some of her family while 
I was studying abroad and it helped me feel like I was at home, even for 
just a couple days. If she could be my professor forever, I would go to 
school for that long.

Hadley Hawkins ’22: Dr. Kyle & Drew Stewart are not only great 
professors, but great coaches and mentors, too! Their understanding and 
support this semester and last year has been appreciated more than they 
could ever know. Dr. Kyle even sat with me in the ER once for an entire 
day because my parents couldn’t get there until 4 hours later - now that is 
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I n 2007, Richard El ’10 was recruited by 
Marian University to play football. During 
his time with the football program, he 
became a student assistant, graduate 

assistant, and later a coach. While becoming 
a football coach was what he initially pursued, 
growing up, El always had an interest in law 
enforcement.

“Being a part of the football program, and 
under the leadership of Coach Ted Karras, I 
was able to develop and continue to develop 
leadership qualities that helped me to become 
the person I am today,” El said.

After being involved in coaching, El 
encountered an opportunity to join the 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department 
(IMPD), where he now currently serves the 
Southeast District.

While serving the community, a picture of El 
went viral after a photo was snapped of him 
calming an autistic child, which El pointed out 
was an important part of the job that often gets 
overlooked.

“I was doing my everyday job and another 
officer had located a parent who stated that their 
child had runaway and he has autism,” El said. 
“The officer requested another officer in the area 
to come help look for the child. I was in the area, 
so I diverted off the run I was on to help look for 
the child, and I located him at Garfield Park on 
the south side of Indianapolis. I just sat with him, 
talked with him, and comforted him until we were 
able to reunite him with his parents. That’s similar 
to what all police officers would have done. In our 
job that’s what we do. A lot of times, our job is 
overshadowed by so many things that a lot of  

people don’t understand. Things like that are just 
within the everyday scope of our employment.”

In a Facebook post from the IMPD Southeast 
District, they recognized El’s relaxing demeanor, 
ability to act in an unknown situation, and 
compassion.  

Being trained in crisis intervention, as most 
IMPD officers are, he knew the importance 
of having a calming presence, being patient, 
positive, and coming to the child’s eye level. This 
helped the child to calm down while waiting for 
his father to get there.  

Officers must be ready to respond to any 
situation because you never know what 
is going to happen. It could be anything 
from a sudden fight with a wanted 
violent felon during a traffic stop to 
helping in a situation where you’re 
calming a frightened autistic child.” 
 

As a role model for children and young adults, 
El believes that police officers need to set a 
positive example by interacting and supporting 
the community.  

“We have young kids that look up to us and 
aspire to be like us, so we have to lead by 
example,” El said. “We have to lead by positive 
example for not only the young kids, but the young 
adults who are trying to find their way. We have 
to get out into the community and make sure 
we’re being good stewards and represent our 
departments and families in a good way; lead by 
example.”

The documented act of service and kindness 
that El showed in the viral photo pointed out that 
responding to crime is not the only side of the 
job. Officers are also building relationships and 
responding to all needs of communities.   

El believes some of the important skills he 
carries with him each day he gained while at 
Marian.  

“I’ve taken a lot from what I’ve learned from 
Marian, and I’m applying that now to my everyday 
life as a law enforcement officer, a father, and a 
servant to the community,’’ El said.    

M ichael Barton ’14 is audit 
manager at Petrow Kane 
Leemhuis, PC, a local certified 
public accounting firm on the 

north side of Indianapolis, where he provides 
audit and attestation services to non-profits and 
privately held businesses. He’s also the chair of 
the Indiana Board of Accountancy—the youngest 
chair in the world.

Just three years after graduating, Barton was 
appointed to the Indiana Board of Accountancy by 
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb. Quickly after, he 
earned his seat as chair.

“It’s a great honor for me, but more importantly 
for my firm,” Barton said. “I also knew it would be 
good for Marian University and the Byrum School 
of Business. We have so many CPAs and other 
accountants in the great state of Indiana, so to 
have this opportunity to represent them is truly a 
humbling honor.” 

In 2019, Barton received the Indiana CPA 
Society (INCPAS) Advocacy Award. Each year, 
the award is presented to an Indiana CPA 
who has demonstrated excellence in serving 
the profession, public interest, company, and 
community.

As a student at Marian University, Barton’s 
path to following accounting began with his 
advisor and mentor Kevin Huston, professor 
emeritus of accounting and finance, who along 
with Tim Akin, professor emeritus of accounting 
and finance, fueled his love for accounting.  

“Kevin Huston was a really good advisor and 
mentor,” Barton said. “He’s the one that got 
me into accounting, and I don’t know what I’d 
be doing today without him talking me into it. 
I’d probably be a salesman somewhere. Kevin 
Huston and Tim Akin helped me fall in love with 
the accounting profession.” 

Barton believes being an athlete on Marian’s 
men’s basketball team and a student in the 
Byrum School of Business encouraged him to 
establish connections and create a dialogue with 
new people, no matter the challenge. 

“For me, it started on the athletic side of 
things,” Barton said. “As a freshman, you’re put 

in a new environment with new people, and that 
challenged me to connect with 15 people that I’ve 
never met before. I think Marian does a great job 
of teaching you how to learn quickly on your feet.”

On the court and in the classroom, Barton 
was able to translate his experience working, 
engaging, and collaborating in teams to the 
workforce. 

“I think that Marian has you work as a team 
and figure it out. That’s the real world. These 
successful companies are one true team, and 
Marian emphasizes that in the classroom and in 
athletics,” Barton said.

As Indianapolis and Marian continue to grow, 
Barton sees many alumni making an impact and 
settling into leadership positions in the city. 

You look around Indianapolis, 
especially the last 10 years, and you are 
seeing more and more Marian alum 
in leadership positions,” Barton said. 
“One of the biggest accounting firms 
in the world is EY, and the managing 
partner, Scott Bruns ’96, running the 
Indianapolis office is a Marian alum. 
He’s not the only one. You look around 
at various companies, and you’re seeing 
executives that are Marian alum.”
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M aresa Kelly, a December 2019 graduate of Marian 
University, grew up in New Albany, Indiana, where she 
was born and raised Catholic. Her faith led her to apply to 
Catholic schools near and far, ultimately choosing Marian. 
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How a Marian University Doctor 
Found a Medical Mystery in 
Michelangelo’s ‘David’

The Indianapolis Star | January 15, 2020

While art historians have studied Michelangelo’s “David” for centuries, it 
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In recent years, Marian University has embarked on several initiatives to help close the 
opportunity gap that exists in our society. Community leaders agree that Marian is helping 
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M arian University athletics rose to 
new heights last fall, shattering 
records and making history 
along the way. Volleyball, cycling, 

women’s soccer, and football all competed for 
national titles, with volleyball and cycling taking 
home the top honor. While talent brought these 
athletes to campus, a determined spirit and 
willingness to work hard made them champions.

Our team worked so hard 
in the gym, weightroom, 
and classroom, and it 
was a direct correlation 
to what we were able to 
accomplish on the national 
stage. Winning a national 
championship does not 
happen in just one year.

—  Ashlee Pritchard,  
Head Volleyball Coach

Volleyball won the NAIA national championship 
for the first time in program history, as the Knights 
swept Westmont University 3-0 in the final match. 
Marian finished the 2019 national tournament 
with a perfect 7-0 record to finish the season at 
38-2, another program record. 

“Bringing a national volleyball title to Marian is 
something we are extremely proud of,” Pritchard 
said. “We had a solid group of leaders that kept 
our team focused and dedicated to not being 
comfortable where they were and kept pushing 
and striving for more. It truly takes a family and a 
culture of team work.” 

Individual honors were plentiful: Pritchard was 
named National Tournament Coach of the Year 
and American Volleyball Coaches Association 
(AVCA) Coach of the Year. Pritchard and her 
staff of Riley Anderson and Sarah Dowers were 
honored as NAIA-AVCA Coaching Staff of the Year. 

With 21 national track titles already under their 
belt, cycling wasn’t about to take a break either. It 
was time to add another.

Keeping with the winning tradition, Marian 
cycling earned first place in the team omnium 
classification for USA Cycling’s 2019 Collegiate 
Track National Championships. The men’s track 
team won every men’s event during championship 
weekend, for the first time in program history. 

Head women’s soccer coach Gary Yohe said  

his team decided to take their commitment to the 
next level.

“Led by senior captain Alex Samons ’19, they 
wanted to put in time in the weightroom, they 
wanted to put in more time studying film. To 
see that effort pay off for this team is incredibly 
rewarding,” Yohe said.

Marian women’s soccer reached the NAIA 
National Championship match, falling 2-0 to 
Keiser University. The Knights reached the 
championship after a thrilling run through the 
tournament, capped by an overtime victory 
over top-ranked William Carey University in the 
semifinal. 

The squad finished the season 20-3-3, a 
program best. The Knights were also 2019 
Crossroads League Tournament Champions. 

The football team’s commitment led to one of 
the most thrilling games of the 2019 season—
the NAIA National Championship at Eddie G. 
Robinson Stadium in Grambling, Louisiana, 
against Morningside University. 

Though the team fell short of the final win, they 
ended the season with a 12-1 overall record and 
were named the Mid-States Football Association 
Mideast Champions. Charles Salary ’19 was also 
named the 2019 NAIA National Player of the Year. 
Salary is the first Knight to receive the honor. 

Steamrolling their competition throughout their 
respective seasons, volleyball, cycling, women’s 
soccer, and football all found success. 

This fall, the COVID-19 pandemic forced many 
Marian University athletic teams’ full seasons or 

national title opportunities to be postponed to the 
spring; however, women’s soccer and volleyball 
both made it to their conference tournaments, 
women’s soccer being named Crossroads League 
Champions for the second year in a row. Both 
teams’ successes secured them automatic 
qualifying positions into their respective NAIA 
National Tournaments, which begin in April 2021.

To keep up to date with the latest news from 
Marian University athletics, visit muknights.com.

FOUR KNIGHTS TEAMS COMPETE FOR NATIONAL TITLES

Women’s Volleyball celebrates after winning the 2019 NAIA Women’s Volleyball National Championship in 
Sioux City, Iowa, for the first time in program history.

Cyclists compete for the first place finish at the 
2019 Collegiate Track National Champtionship.
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“ The new and exciting thing is in July, 
we kicked off a new doctorate program, 
which is Marian University’s first non-
health related doctorate program,” 

Kurt Nelson, Ph.D., said. “It’s the first doctorate 
program in the social sciences, and we’re really 
excited about that. It gives us a window to start 
working with the state to now be able to look 
at how we offer the superintendent license 
as well. That’s been the biggest project with 
getting applications, preparing courses, course 
descriptions, and getting ready to go in July.”    

The new Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in 
Organizational Leadership program is designed 
to help students build the emotional and 
psychological capacity for the burden of 
leadership, advance and enhance leadership 
skills, prepare them to employ research to 
diagnose organizational needs, and investigate 
the range and effectiveness of possible 
interventions. Shaped after the Adaptive 
Leadership Model, the program provides a 
different set of lenses and tools for students 
to better engage with other people in their 
organization and how to approach new problems 
and situations that organizations haven’t faced 
before.

After receiving feedback and seeing a demand 
for leaders not only in healthcare and education, 
but in other fields, the Doctor of Education in 
Organizational Leadership program has been 
structured to meet the needs of different 
disciplines.  

There’s always been an interest in 
pursuing a doctorate program with 
students who are getting their master’s 
[degree],” Nelson said. 

“We were getting feedback not only from our 
education people, but also from other people 
around who saw a need for leadership broadly, 
not just school leadership. We’ve done a lot 
of work with the Marian University College of 

Osteopathic Medicine and the Leighton School 
of Nursing and heard that there is a great need 
for healthcare leaders and administrators. With 
our foot in the door in the medical world, we 
thought we could design a program that would 
produce healthcare administrators. We also 
discovered that Indianapolis is a big area for 
information technology and that’s a growing 
field, but no one is really offering for information 
technology leaders, non-profit leaders, or 
government leaders. What we designed is a 
program that is flexible to meet all of those 
needs, so it’s the E.D. and organizational 
leadership, but it will also allow specializations 
within that,” Nelson said.

With over 20 years of experience in education, 
especially the Catholic school world, Nelson’s 
goal is for students to have access to a flexible 
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F or more than a decade, the research 
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O n June 22, 2020, Marian 
University lost to this world 
a true Marian Knight and an 
exemplar of the Marian spirit. 

For over 50 years, Sister Norma Rocklage, OSF, 
Ph.D., ’60 blessed the community with her 
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CLASS NOTES

2014
Jordan Ahmay married Mitch Mowrer on June 
7, 2019. Charles Ayres is marketing and 
communications coordinator for JDRF. Michael 
Barton was elected chair of the board of 
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Mary Rose Turner Buechele ’43 - October 19, 2019
Agnes Lang Amrine ’44 - July 10, 2019
Mary Louise Toffolo Valchar ’44 - January 8, 2019  
Ruth Bill Jennewein ’47 - April 26, 2019  
Eleanor “Nora” Thompson Cardis ’47 - July 18, 2019 
Rosemary Doyle Becher ’48 - June 6, 2019
Dorothy Bersch ’48 - November 2, 2019 
Suzanne Orth Roll ’49 - June 11, 2019  
Lois Mendenhall Berghoff ’50 - May 16, 2019
Margaret Yirga Hatke ’50 - January 5, 2019
Sr. Helen Eckrich, OSF ’51 - January 6, 2020 
Beatrice Durham Jenkins ’51 - March 29, 2019  
Billie Eilers Skerrett ’51 - August 29, 2019
Barbara Brunson Hawkins ’52 - May 20, 2019
Sr. Virginia Ann Streit, OSF ’52 - July 28, 2019
Edda Fiorino Camardo ’53 - November 19, 2019 
Francis Joan Clements, OSF ’54 - October 6, 2019
Sr. Ruth Breig, OSF ’58 - November 7, 2019  
Nancy Reiber Hall ’58 - August 24, 2019
Sr. Mary Ann Miles, OSF ’58 - August 5, 2019
Judith Miller Thompson ’58 - July 19, 2019
Sr. Rita Vukovic, OSF ’58 - October 5, 2019 
Patrick Henn ’59 - July 19, 2019
Gerald Obergfell ’59 - December 23, 2018
Elizabeth “Betty” Burnett Boenne ’60 - Nov. 12, 2019  
Sr. Francis Ann Lewis, OSF ’60 - August 11, 2019

Vera Ramstetter Nash ’60 - August 26, 2018
Sr. Norma Rocklage, OSF, Ph.D., ’60 - June 22, 2020
Sr. Justin Louise Stiker, OSF ’60 - July 23, 2019 
Normalie Richards Strickland ’60 - May 7, 2019  
Robert Harmening ’61 - December 28, 2019
Kathleen O’Connor Greene ’62 - January 7, 2019
Judy Hardin Hall ’62 - March 29, 2019  
Tom Tarpey ’62 - May 15, 2019  
Marilyn Wiwi Bardon ’64 - December 31, 2019  
Joseph Keers ’64 - June 3, 2019 
Martha Wechsler Corrie ’65 - September 9, 2019 
Anna Marie Kiefer ’67 - January 3, 2020 
Dennis Pyritz ’69 - July 1, 2019
Anne Marty Haire ’72 - October 9, 2019
Donald Sartino ’72 - November 13, 2019 
Sr. Sharon Marie Blank, OSF ’74 - July 5, 2019 
Sharon Orr Fisko ’77 - March 16, 2019 
Susan Close Kern ’79 - December 19, 2019
Frances Joan Long ’79 - December 2, 2019 
Mark Daniel ’80 - September 29, 2020
Anna Enders Myers ’85 - October 23, 2018
Barbara Mauch ’88 - November 17, 2018
James Faulstich ’93 - November 13, 2019  
John Keesling ’06 - July 19, 2019
Charles Frazee, former faculty member - May 14, 2019  

IN MEMORIAM



In October, Marian University announced the E. S. Witchger School of Engineering, 
offering undergraduate degrees in various engineering disciplines. Through generous 
contributions, Marian University will expand in its vision as a Catholic university to 
offer bachelor of engineering degrees that are rooted in the liberal arts tradition with 
the goal of graduating a diverse pipeline of talented leaders.

The inaugural class for the E. S. Witchger School of Engineering will enter Marian in 
Fall 2022. To learn more, visit marian.edu/wsoe.
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