
The 84th Annual Commencement of Marian University

M
ARIAN UNIVERSITY

IN
DIANAPOLIS • INDIA

NA

®

Comf.1107 6mf.ncement44321
Q
B1 Tf416.469526.4695
169 8.01.3.37.856I





1

2021 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY



2

University Marshal

Timothy R. Akin, M.B.A., CPA, CFP, PFS
Susie Beesley, Ph.D.
Reverend Francis E. Bryan, M.Div.



3

Honorary Degrees

Chief Justice Loretta H. Rush
Commencement Speaker 
Recipient of Doctor of Jurisprudence

Loretta H. Rush took the oath of office as Indiana’s 108th Supreme Court 
Justice in November 2012 after being appointed by Governor Mitch Daniels. 
She was retained by voters in 2014. The Judicial Nominating Commission 
named her Chief Justice in August 2014, and she was reappointed as Chief 
Justice in 2019. 

As Chief Justice, Rush is responsible for supervising the entire judicial 
branch. That includes administration and funding of court programs across 
the state. A central administrative office with multiple agencies works under 
Rush’s direction to handle everything from caseload measures, to technology updates, to admission and 
discipline of lawyers. 

Chief Justice Rush serves as vice president of the Conference of Chief Justices Board of Directors, is a 
member of National Center for State Courts Board of Directors, and recently led response efforts to the 
addictions crisis as co-chair of the National Judicial Opioid Task Force. She was also recently appointed by 
Chief Justice John Roberts to serve as a member of the Judicial Conference Committee on Federal-State 
Jurisdiction. In addition to being a member of local, state, and national bar associations, Chief Justice Rush 
is a Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. She is an Academy of Law Alumni Fellow for the Maurer 
School of Law and chairs or is a member of several commissions including the Commission on Improving 
the Status of Children in Indiana and the Judicial Nominating/Qualifications Commission. 

Chief Justice Rush was named the 2018 Indiana Chamber Government Leader of the Year. She has also 
received the Purdue University Distinguished Alumni Award with induction into the Boiler Business Exchange 
Hall of Fame, the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Antoinette Dakin Leach Award, the Indiana Civil Rights 
Commission Spirit of Justice Award, and the Indiana Business Journal Women of Influence Award. 

Chief Justice Rush was born in Pennsylvania and moved frequently as a child before settling in Indiana 
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Frank D. Walker
Recipient of Doctor of Philanthropy

Frank D. Walker is chairman emeritus of Walker Information, a customer 
experience advisory firm serving national and international clients 
headquartered in Indianapolis. He also serves as president of The Walker 
Family Foundation. 

After graduating from DePauw University in 1957, Walker served as a 
lieutenant in the United States Air Force. In 1960, he joined the family 
business, founded in 1939 by his mother, Dorothy “Tommie” Walker. He was 
chairman and chief executive officer from 1983-94, stepping down when his 
son, Steve, the third generation, took command. In addition to Walker’s son, 
one daughter and two grandchildren work for the company.

In 1990, Walker received the Individual Enterprise Award from the Indianapolis Business Journal. In 1994, 
the Indiana Chamber of Commerce named Walker Outstanding Business Leader of the Year, and in 1998, 
he was the Distinguished Leadership Award recipient. In 2000, he was elected to the Indiana Business Hall 
of Fame, and he was named a Sagamore of the Wabash in 2004.

Walker has a passion for studying the field of ethics, and throughout his career, Walker earned a reputation 
as a proponent of ethical operating procedures and high standards of performance. In 2018, Walker and 
The Walker Family Foundation helped to establish and fund the Walker Center for Applied Ethics at  
Marian University.

Walker is married to the former Jane S. Tatman. They have four children and eight grandchildren.

Marian University is pleased to award an honorary doctorate to Frank D. Walker for his dedication to the 
research and application of ethics and service to the community.

Peter Salvador Piazza
Recipient of Doctor of Business
 
Peter Salvador Piazza and his father, Paul, founded Piazza Produce, a local 
and family-owned produce supplier, in 1970.They started the company 
with a single truck, making regular runs to the historic Indianapolis produce 
terminal, and years of hard work that established Piazza Produce as a 
trusted foodservice provider.
 
Throughout the years, Piazza Produce has joined with some of the nation’s 
leading organizations to provide customers with unique products and the 
freshest produce available. Today, the company offers a wide array of 
produce, locally sourced goods, specialty items, and more. Piazza Produce 
delivers to over 150 surrounding cities including those in Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, and Michigan, allowing 
them a large distribution network in which they are able to back haul and deliver products from producers 
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Piazza and his wife, Shari, enjoy and value the importance of spending time with their family whether it be 
during holidays, weekend pool gatherings, dinners, or vacations. Piazza’s faith is his rock and rarely does he 
miss Mass throughout the week.

Marian University is pleased to award an honorary doctorate to Peter Salvador Piazza for his leadership in 
the food service industry and commitment to providing the Indianapolis community and beyond with locally 
sourced goods and high-quality produce. 

Michele Dvorak, PHJC, Ed.D.
Recipient of Doctor of Religious Education 

Michele Dvorak, PHJC, Ed.D., is a member of the Poor Handmaids of  
Jesus Christ and currently serves as the president of Ancilla College in 
Donaldson, Indiana.

Dr. Dvorak earned her Doctor of Education in Private School Administration 
at the University of San Francisco in 1998 and has served as an educator 
and administrator at every level of the education spectrum such as 
elementary, secondary, and higher education. Since 1985, she has served 
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Note: Listed are graduates from December 2020, May 2021, August 2021 (as of March 1),  
and graduates from August 2020 not included in the previous commencement.

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Biology
Yuritzi L. Cardiel
Katelyn Elise McLaughlin
Siera G. Stuart, cum laude

Catholic Studies
Augustine A. Franer, magna cum laude
Justin J. Horner
Joel Christian Kelley,  
   summa cum laude, Honors Program
   (second major Spanish)
Nicholas Andrew Monnin,  
   summa cum laude
Aaron W. Noll
Benjamin M. Packer, summa cum laude
Isaac W. Siefker, summa cum laude
Matthew P. Smyser, summa cum laude

Communication
Ash Richard-Ray Crosser
Breanna Nicole Dejong
Jada Anya Driver
Kayla Elizabeth Fisher,  
   summa cum laude
Colton Andres Gonzalez
Elena C. Horen, cum laude
Blair Elizabeth Mignery
Samuel Archer Milazzo
Myles Morrow
Chris Alexander Pappas
Lindsey Sue Rousseau,  
   summa cum laude, Honors Program
Andrea Kathleen Skirvin 
   (second major Spanish)
Noah Tanker
Carter Taylor
Chloe Elizabeth Ulmer, cum laude

English
Zachary Ethan Foss, cum laude,  
   Honors Program
   (second major secondary education)
Erik Dean Hvidston
   (second major secondary education)
Kaitlynne Elisabeth Christy Mantooth,   
   cum laude
Elizabeth Marie McClure,  
   summa cum laude
   (second major secondary education)
Katie Paxton Schafer
Sarah K. Witchey, magna cum laude
   (second major secondary education)

Graphic Design
Halley Brianne Martin, Honors Program

History
Pamela Lynn Albrecht,  
   magna cum laude
Kole Bryant Aping
Madeline Nicole Dexter, 
   magna cum laude
   (second major secondary education)
Nicholas A. Evans, cum laude
   (second major Catholic studies)

Instrumental Music Education
Chase David Hall, summa cum laude
Mackenzie Elizabeth West

Liberal Arts
Cynthia L. Branstrator
Bianca Monika Newgent
Vanessa Kay Thompson,  
   summa cum laude

Mathematics
Cameron Scott Davison,  
   summa cum laude
Eleanor Kay Haydock,  
   summa cum laude
   (second major secondary education)
Audrey Marie Wilcox, summa cum laude
   (second major secondary education,    
   third major theology)

Pastoral Leadership
Aaron Luke Kazmierski,  
   summa cum laude
Sarah Isabella Kinniry
Joseph B. Ruf, summa cum laude
Abigail M. Spitler
Hannah Maria Yowler

Pastoral Music Ministry
Connor Charles Miller,  
   magna cum laude
   (second major graphic design)

Philosophy
Andrew Daniel Barnes,  
   summa cum laude
   (second major mathematics)
Matthew C. Ohlhaut
Khui Shing

Political Science
Grace Helena Albertson, cum laude
Linnea Elizabeth Benson,  
   summa cum laude
David Charles Dunne
Thomas Charles Kervan
Christopher Sharp
 

College of Arts and Sciences

May 8, 2021

Candidates in a baccalaureate program who have earned at least 60 credit hours of graded coursework at Marian University and 
who have achieved a grade point average of 3.50 or above are awarded Latin Honors as follows: cum laude, grade point average 
of 3.50; magna cum laude, grade point average of 3.70; summa cum laude, grade point average of 3.80. In this program, Latin 
Honors are based on March 17, 2021 academic status. Diplomas are awarded subject to satisfactory completion of requirements 
certified by the registrar.

Candidates in Marian’s Adult Programs receiving a baccalaureate degree who have earned at least 60 credit hours of graded 
coursework at Marian University and who have achieved a grade point average of 3.50 or above are awarded honors as follows: 
honors for grade point average of 3.50; high honors for grade point average of 3.70; highest honors for grade point average of 3.80. 
In this program, honors are based on March 17, 2021 academic status. Diplomas are awarded subject to satisfactory completion 
of requirements certified by the registrar.

Candidates for Degrees
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Note: Listed are graduates from December 2020, May 2021, August 2021 (as of March 1),  

and graduates from August 2020 not included in the previous commencement.

Raegene Dominique Thomas
   (second major sociology)
Mary Carmen Zakrajsek,  
   summa b4mJa
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Note: Listed are graduates from December 2020, May 2021, August 2021 (as of March 1),  
and graduates from August 2020 not included in the previous commencement.
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Note: Listed are graduates from December 2020, May 2021, August 2021 (as of March 1),  

and graduates from August 2020 not included in the previous commencement.

Byrum School of Business

Marian’s Adult Programs

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Accounting
Andrew Jacob Albertson, cum laude
Michael Dennis Albertson
Nathan A. Blyly
   (second major finance)
Mary Grace Crumlin, summa cum laude
   (second major marketing)
Bailee Elizabeth Enlow,  
   magna cum laude
Samuel Kurtz Guymon,  
   summa cum laude
   (second major finance)
Rachel Stephanie Kassing,  
   summa cum laude, Honors Program
   (second major finance)
Brenna Jane Kelley, cum laude
   (second major finance)
Andrew T. Madden
Steven LeRoy McCampbell
   (second major finance)
Christina Soderquist,  
   summa cum laude
   (second major finance)
Bradley P. Sprinkle, summa cum laude
   (second major finance)
Alex M. Webb, summa cum laude
   (second major finance)

Business Administration
Brett Aaron Andrew

Business Analytics
Aaron Christopher Goad, cum laude
   (second major management)
Marcus D. Taylor

Finance
Pol Belinchón Tenorio,  
   magna cum laude
   (second major marketing)
Madison Michelle Bombei, cum laude
Gregory O. Deadman
Nicholas R. Graveel
   (second major management)
Christopher Vontell Harvey
   (second major marketing)
Delanie Michelle Hill
Mirmaksud Ismoilov, summa cum laude
   (second major accounting,  
   third major business analytics)
Madelyn Rose Keerns,  
   magna cum laude
   (second major management)
Nicholas Ray Marroquin, cum laude
   (second major accounting)
Gregory Eugene Miller
Caleb Robert Myers
Thomas Edward Smith III
   (second major management)
Garrett Ryan Sutton
   (second major marketing)
Devyn Anne-Marie Tretter,  
   summa cum laude
   (second major accounting)
Hailey Noel Zuercher
  
Management
Beau Michael Balch
Ethan Wells Bunce
Matthew S. Burns
Tyren Jamall Comer
Antwoine G. Crawford Jr.
R. Riley Ferguson
Jarrett William Focht, cum laude
Greer Glover, summa cum laude
Bradley Thomas Green

Ivan Guillen
Markus Hemioe, cum laude
   (second major business analytics)
Elena C. Horen, cum laude
Jacob Alan Imus
Brandon L. James
Tyler M. Lucas
Joshua Alan Majors
Daniel William Reith
Kyle P. Roeder
Tanner Simpson
Johnny Quintez William
Alana Junelle Cabacungan Wilson
Nathaniel Francis Young, cum laude
Devon Blake Zachary 

Marketing
Dallas R. Baker, magna cum laude
Anton Ray Berry, cum laude
   (second major finance)
Trevor Thomas Browder
Holly Ann Collingbourne,  
   magna cum laude
Cameron Bruce Cook
Marcus Jamison Fierek
Louis Joseph Hibner
Michaela Rene Hoffa
Dayne Allen Keller
Cole Robert John McDicken
Brandon M. Puckett, cum laude
Cameron Riches, cum laude
Hannah Marie Robinson, cum laude
Daniel Paul Root
   (second major finance)
Hayden James Strong
Reese Elliott Wills, cum laude
   (second major business analytics)
Cameron Michael Wolter,  
   magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Health and Human Services
Heather M. Bohn
Alexis A. Cooper
Valerie M. Kirkland
Shirletta L. Taylor
Arinn L. White, honors
Da’Shay Onise Wims
DeeAnna L. Woiton

BACHELOR OF  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Business Administration
Regina Lynn Allen, honors
Heather M. Bohn

Sarah E. Campbell
Katherine Denise Cook
Charmagne Michelle Cunningham
Linda M. Gaddis
Todd A. Grotelueschen, highest honors
Stephen S. Majors
Nicolas J. Randall
Toscha P. Rowie
Ebony Sansing
Nicole M. Williams-Molin
Kristin L. Wolz

BACHELOR OF HEALTH  
AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Health and Human Services
Tanya Stack

ASSOCIATE OF  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Business Administration
Kevin M. Betz
Jennifer C. Warren

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE

Paralegal Studies
Victoria K. Franklin
Veronica S. Lowe
John Casey McBeath
Heather N. Skorjanc
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Note: Listed are graduates from December 2020, May 2021, August 2021 (as of March 1),  
and graduates from August 2020 not included in the previous commencement.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING

Hannah N. Aaron
Akuteh Joy Achang, magna cum laude
Kierra L. Adams, cum laude
Oluwabanwo Mojisola Adeniyi,  
   summa cum laude, Honors Program
Elaura Aguilar
Grace Elizabeth Ahlers, cum laude
Reza Alaeifaradonbeh
Riley Kate Alspach
Naomi Amoah
Carly Anderson
Courtney Brianna Aponte
Tosha M. Archer
Shawna Lynne Atkins, cum laude
Meleia Wilson Ayers
Catherine A. Badger-Rodriguez
Jennifer Reyes Balagot, cum laude
Laura Catherine Banton,  
   summa cum laude
Madison G. Barker, cum laude
Christin Bass, cum laude
Micaela Breanne Beall
Arriana Imani Bean
Jacorah A. Beasley, cum laude
Gabrielle Bertoldi
Sherri-Lynn Marie Bhuiya
Maria C. Boehm, summa cum laude
Jeri Bogard
Sarah Grace Bogle
Sarah M. Boldrey
Thomas M. Bollman, cum laude
Alexa Bossingham, magna cum laude
Abigail L. Brannock
Zoey Marie Brennan, cum laude
Tara Kelly Breytenbach
Megan A. Brown
Kasey L. Bryan, magna cum laude
Annie J. Buckley
Chloe Marie Bulloch, summa cum laude
Emily Burgbacher, cum laude
Maya C. Burgess, cum laude
Kaleigh Marie Burke, magna cum laude
Calley Kotulic Burnett
Addison Cahill
Elizabeth N. Callahan,  
   magna cum laude
Shantheria A. Carlisle
Hannah L. Carlson
Alexandra Carver, summa cum laude
Brianna Casagrande, cum laude
Dreama Linn Cash, magna cum laude
Brittany A. Casson, magna cum laude
Allison Cates
Jennifer C. Christensen
Meredith J. Claassen, cum laude
Catherine N. Clark, magna cum laude
Ian Clarke

Shelby Renee Cleeter, cum laude
Kassandra Cmehil
Hayden Veeann Cole,  
   summa cum laude
Michelle L. Colon, magna cum laude
Katlyn N. Combs
Mary Elizabeth Cook,  
   summa cum laude
Kyle D. Cooper
Taji S. Craighead
Roger Dale Cunningham
Kelly Dalheim, magna cum laude
Brianna D. Deal
Brandi Deason
Kelsey Lukasik DeBoer
Erin DeBrota, summa cum laude
Kristen Danielle Deel
Natalie DeMars, summa cum laude
Edward Denning
Elizabeth R. Diddock
Sarah Elizabeth Dowers
Adrian Sanford Duque
Marianna J. Eble, summa cum laude
Daniel R. Elliott III
Victoria Ellis
Mason Charles Embrey, cum laude
Ijeoma Emodi, magna cum laude
Jennifer Marie English
Rachel C. Enos
Shanida Escorcia
Maria Guadalupe Espinoza
Falon Eubanks, cum laude
Tiffany R. Fabbian
Allison Jane Farrell, cum laude
Makayla M. Ferguson,  
   magna cum laude
Elizabeth K. Field, magna cum laude
Audrey Brianna Fields
Jeffrey K. Finafrock, summa cum laude
Lilly Catherine Finley, cum laude
Steve Finn
Emily Fletchall, magna cum laude
Roxanna Flores
Sarah Rose Foley, cum laude
Deandra Ciedellia Ford
Bailey E. Forester
Danielle Foutz
Natalie M. Franklin, magna cum laude
Nicole Leigh Frasier
Aje’ M. Frazier
Kaitlin Frazier
Meredith Lowry Fredrickson
Carley Gibson
Brittney D. Gilbert
Anna Gildemeister, summa cum laude
Laura Giles, cum laude
Corina Jayne Graves,  
   summa cum laude
Courtney Taylor Green
Laura K. Green

Taylor Christine Greenan
Sarah Joy Fukuyama Greer,  
   summa cum laude
Marcus Lonnell Griffin
Jacob Gulley
Carolina Gutierrez
Amanda Nikkole Hall, cum laude
Kensey Yvonne Hall
Aubrey A. Hamilton
Samantha M. Hammack
Rachel E. Harpst Garretson
Meredith Colleen Harrison,  
   summa cum laude
Mary E. Hauser, cum laude
Sonja L. Hayes
Bailey Louise Marie Heimann,  
   magna cum laude
Anna Flamming Heimermann
Susan A. Henderson, magna cum laude
Jennifer Henk, cum laude
Lorraine Michele Herald
Steven Herrera, cum laude
Courtney Nicole Hiddleson
Alexis Paige Hill, summa cum laude
Amanda Noel Hill, cum laude
Dustie L. Hoffman, cum laude
Olivia Elise Hoover
Rachel Elizabeth Horan
Brianna N. Horne
Alexandra A. Howe
Chelsea Nicole Howell
Carrie C. Hughes
Lauren E. Hunter, cum laude
Gerardo Hurtado Reyes
Brooke Danielle Hustedde
Kara M. Huster
Latiara L. Jarvis
Garrett Michael Johnson
Natalie Johnson
Stephanie White Johnson
Thomas Michael Johnson, cum laude
Tayler Jolly, summa cum laude
Adrianne L. Jones, cum laude
Haili Jones, magna cum laude
Morgan E. Kaiser, magna cum laude
Mark Stephen Kamp Jr., cum laude
Katherine Joanne Keesling, cum laude
Megan A. Keigwin, cum laude
Kaitlyn N. Kelly
Sara Lucille Kelly
H. Hugh Kennerk, cum laude
Caitlyn J. Kidwell, summa cum laude
Alicia A. Kirkey
Ashley T. Kleckner
Sarah Louise Kleifgen, cum laude
Holly White Kline
Bailey Anne Klipsch
Sarah Olivia Klopfenstein,  
   summa cum laude
Alexis N. Knight

Leighton School of Nursing



11



12



Honor Societies

ALPHA DELTA SIGMA
A national honor society that recognizes and encourages 
scholastic achievement in advertising studies. Students 
must have maintained a 3.25 grade point average overall 
and within all advertising related courses, and must have 
completed at least two advertising courses. Students may be 
nominated for membership during their senior year.   

Members: Dallas R. Baker, Hannah Marie Robinson,  
Cameron Michael Wolter.

KAPPA DELTA PI
An international honor society in education that recognizes 
excellence in education. Kappa Delta Pi members make up 
the top 10 percent of those entering the field of education, 
and they exhibit the ideals of scholarship, high personal 
standards, and promise in teaching and allied professions.

Members: Kyrstin Caroline August, Eleanor Kay Haydock, 
Sarah Marie Herron, Molly Elizabeth McMillan, Hannah Marie 
Minton, Kallan Alandra Ratekin, Catherine Mossie Wallace 
Audrey Marie Wilcox.

PSI CHI 
A national psychology honor society for students with a 
major or minor in psychology, who have maintained a 3.00 
general grade point average, a 3.25 average in psychology, 
and  a 3.00 
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